The Marchutz School

A Studio Art Program
Synthesizing Sight and Insight

Aix-en-Provence, France



THE SCHOOL

The Marchutz School offers you a unique opportunity
to study abroad in the rich artistic environment of
Provence. The light, color, and atmosphere in the south
of France have been an inspiration to artists throughout
the centuries. And yet, the school is based on more than

any one location or personality.

Founded in 1972 by a group of international artists,

the school’s core curriculum has evolved out of a sense
of astonishment with the beauty of the visible world and
its relationship to imagination and art. The fundamental
principle of the Marchutz school is simple: the synthesis
of sight (a perception of the world) and insight

(a perception of art) can be the precursor to fresh,
original work. It can be the springboard to a new

artistic conception.

While this principle may be simple and quite
exhilarating to explore in the south of France, its
realization in actual practice is not easy. The faculty’s
profound collaboration in the studio, landscape, and
museums of Europe is an invaluable asset helping

inspire art students toward self discovery.

THE MISSION

The mission of the school is threefold:

to enhance awareness of the relationship
between perception and imagination, to develop
historical and critical perspectives, and above all,

to develop each student's capacity to see.

THE PLACE

Aix-en-Provence, rich in history and local tradition

is considered one of the finest examples of the famed
Provencal style of architecture. Situated along the
renowned “route de Cézanne” the school’s carefully
chosen location has many advantages. A walk through
the streets of Aix is a lesson in artistic control, form,
composition, rhythm, and beauty. The modern architect
Fernand Pouillon once wrote, “the architectural whole
is more than isolated masterpieces because it
participates in the daily life of the people. Aix is an

architectural whole.”

ZVlty €€ Every facet of the course
helped me apprec
and improve my work.3J

CREATE

CLAUDE VENEZIA



€€ Thank you ... for changing my life,
my perception of beauty and truth
and wholeness, and the way
| see the world. )Y

In addition,
universities, churches
markets cafés, and
restaurants have
earned Aix-en-
Provence its
reputation as one
of France’s most
desirable cities. The
region of Provence,
having drawn a
multitude of artists,
poets and writers
throughout history,

is marvelously

€€ appreciate the quiet and relaxation
of the spdce and atmosphere
that were created for us to work in. 33
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correspondences between
natural and artistic forms
through painting,
drawing, study in the

museums, and
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reading/writing

assignments.

SEMINAR Inthe
weekly seminars, students
seek connections in their
work with that of other
artists and critics from
different times and
cultures. Intensive group
discussions around slide
comparisons of works
from all periods of art
enhance the student’s
capacity to view their art

in a larger context.

diverse: valleys, mountains, canyons, legendary beaches,

and distinctive village communities are inspirational in

their ability to activate the imagination of the artist.
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THE PROCESS

The Marchutz School takes a holistic and
interdisciplinary approach to art education.
The discipline combines contemporary
artistic concerns with the habits of past
masters and links innovation to continuity

in art.

STUDIO Students interrelate figure
drawing, landscape, still life, and portraiture
with copying, memory, work, and

sketchbook journals. They explore the

SITE VISITS An integral part of the
Marchutz School curriculum, off-site visits
enhance and stimulate visual and personal
exploration. The program includes Van Gogh
and Cézanne site study in Arles, St. Remy and
the environs of Aix; architectural site study in
the Vaucluse, and a five-day museum trip to
Paris in the fall. The most intensive excursion
is the ten-day

painting trip to

Venice each year

in the spring.






