
The Marchutz School

A i x - e n - P r o v e n c e ,  F r a n c e

A Studio Art Program
Synthesizing Sight and Insight
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T H E S C H O O L
The Marchutz School offers you a unique opportunity 

to study abroad in the rich artistic environment of

Provence. The light, color, and atmosphere in the south

of France have been an inspiration to artists throughout

the centuries. And yet, the school is based on more than

any one location or personality.

Founded in 1972 by a group of international artists, 

the school’s core curriculum has evolved out of a sense

of astonishment with the beauty of the visible world and

its relationship to imagination and art. The fundamental

principle of the Marchutz school is simple: the synthesis

of sight (a perception of the world) and insight 

(a perception of art) can be the precursor to fresh,

original work. It can be the springboard to a new 

artistic conception.

While this principle may be simple and quite

exhilarating to explore in the south of France, its

realization in actual practice is not easy. The faculty’s

profound collaboration in the studio, landscape, and

museums of Europe is an invaluable asset helping

inspire art students toward self discovery.

T H E  P L A C E  
Aix-en-Provence, rich in history and local tradition 

is considered one of the finest examples of the famed

Provençal style of architecture. Situated along the

renowned “route de Cézanne” the school’s carefully

chosen location has many advantages. A walk through

the streets of Aix is a lesson in artistic control, form,

composition, rhythm, and beauty. The modern architect

Fernand Pouillon once wrote, “the architectural whole 

is more than isolated masterpieces because it

participates in the daily life of the people. Aix is an

architectural whole.” C
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is marvelously

diverse: valleys, mountains, canyons, legendary beaches,

and distinctive village communities are inspirational in

their ability to activate the imagination of the artist.

T H E  P R O C E S S
The Marchutz School takes a holistic and

interdisciplinary approach to art education.

The discipline combines contemporary

artistic concerns with the habits of past

masters and links innovation to continuity 

in art.

S T U D I O  Students interrelate figure

drawing, landscape, still life, and portraiture

with copying, memory, work, and

sketchbook journals. They explore the
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“I appreciate the quiet and relaxation
of the space and atmosphere

that were created for us to work in.”

“Thank you … for changing my life,

my perception of beauty and truth
and wholeness, and the way 

I see the world.”C
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S I T E  V I S I T S  An integral part of the

Marchutz School curriculum, off-site visits 

enhance and stimulate visual and personal

exploration. The program includes Van Gogh

and Cézanne site study in Arles, St. Remy and

the environs of Aix; architectural site study in 

the Vaucluse, and a five-day museum trip to

Paris in the fall. The most intensive excursion

is the ten-day

painting trip to

Venice each year 

in the spring.

sion
In addition,

universities, churches

markets cafés, and

restaurants have

earned Aix-en-

Provence its

reputation as one 

of France’s most

desirable cities. The

region of Provence,

having drawn a

multitude of artists,

poets and writers

throughout history, 

L I B E R A L  A R T S

Art History, French

language and culture

courses are offered 

at the Institute for

American Universities

located in the center

of the old city just

opposite the

Romanesque/Gothic

Cathédrale St. Sauveur.

C A N D I D A T E S
The Marchutz School student body usually consists of twenty individuals 

with a varied range of experience. Studio art and art history majors, high 

school teachers, working artists, and MFA candidates often work together 

in a common space or on common themes. The faculty considers each student

as a working artist regardless of his/her level of experience. As students 

engage in their individual artistic endeavors, this range of

age and achievement enriches the quality of dialogue and

capacity for growth. An individual’s willingness to embrace

new challenge is considered more valuable than work

already accomplished. Slide portfolios are beneficial but not

required.

The Marchutz School welcomes serious students and artists

who are committed to the work of looking out into the

world, looking closely within, and creating art. You are

invited to participate in a very special combination of studio

art, museum study, and critical dialogue in the light of

Provence. The experience will enrich your work and, most

importantly, your entire life in the arts.

MEDITATEtion

“I now see the entire picture and the relationships
between subject and surroundings.”

T H E  M I S S I O N
The mission of the school is threefold: 

to enhance awareness of the relationship

between perception and imagination, to develop 

historical and critical perspectives, and above all, 

to develop each student's capacity to see.

“This is the beginning, not the end.”

“Every facet of the course 

helped me appreciate
and improve my work.”

.MARCHUTZ.org

correspondences between

natural and artistic forms

through painting,

drawing, study in the

museums, and

reading/writing

assignments.

S E M I N A R In the

weekly seminars, students

seek connections in their

work with that of other

artists and critics from

different times and

cultures. Intensive group

discussions around slide

comparisons of works

from all periods of art

enhance the student’s

capacity to view their art 

in a larger context.
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C L A U D E  V E N E Z I A

C L A U D E  V E N E Z I A

R E C E N T  S E N D I N G  

I N S T I T U T I O N S

Albion College

Brevard College

Castleton State College 

College of Wooster

Covenant College

Denison University

Eckerd College

Emory University

George Washington University

Hobart William and Smith Colleges

Hudson Valley Community College 

Lambuth University

Luther College

Maine College of Art

Montclair State University

North Lake College

Northern Illinois University

Oberlin College

St. John's College - Santa Fe

Syracuse University

Truman State University

University of Arizona

University of California - Los Angeles

University of Connecticut

University of Denver

University of Evansville

University of Illinois - Urbana-Champaign

University of Iowa

University of Montana

University of Rhode Island

University of San Diego

University of Vermont

University of Washington

Vassar College

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N  

O R  A N  A P P L I C A T I O N ,  C O N T A C T :

W E B S I T E S

www.marchutz.org

www.iaufrance.org

A D M I S S I O N S  O F F I C E

Institute for American Universities

1830 Sherman Avenue 

at University Place

PO Box 592 Evanston, IL 

60204, USA

Director of Admissions 

admissions@iaufrance.org

Academic Director 

marchutz@iaufrance.org

DESIGN: MIGHTY MEDIA, INC
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