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HOMESTAY/HOUSING POLICIES

We have prepared an outline of our homestay policies as well as customs and general
manners, the understanding of which may ease your transition into your new host:

1. TAU will do its best to match you with a host based on your homestay preferences as
indicated in your application for admission. Any changes in your preferences must be
communicated directly with the housing coordinator in Aix or Avignon.

2. Your host will feel responsible for you. Please let them know where you are going
and when you expect to return so as to reassure them. Do your best to communicate
with them to help eliminate potential worry or misunderstandings.

3. Improper behavior by you can lead to your being expelled from the homestay, and
possibly from the program, without refund. In addition, arriving home intoxicated
and/or drinking in your room is unacceptable and can also result in dismissal from the
program without refund.

4. On occasion, the host-student match, for whatever reason, does not work out. IAU
will make every effort to mediate the situation and, if needed, find a more suitable host.
Before any of this can happen, you need to talk with the Housing Coordinator who, in
conjunction with the Center Director, will oversee the change. Because of the contract
nature of the housing agreement, no change can happen unless first approved by IAU.

5. Your host has agreed to provide you with 6 evening meals and 7 breakfasts per week.
If you have plans for the evening and will miss dinner, please let your host know well
in advance so that they can plan their meals accordingly. Also, consider that ‘breakfast’
in France is typically of the continental variety. Do not expect nor ask for a hearty
American-style breakfast.
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6. If you are a vegetarian or if you have any other special diet, we will do our best in
matching you with your host. But you need to remember that in France, such special
diets aren't as common as they are in the States.

7. Before and after dinner, offer to help with the dishes. Remember, you are not just a
guest but a part of the home.

8. Keep your room neat. You will be expected to make up your own bed. Do not scatter
your personal belongings throughout either your room or the house. Your host will
provide one load of laundry per week for you.

9. Keep in mind that utilities are very expensive in France. Your host’s phone should
only be used in case of emergencies. Please always be aware of the time difference
between France and your home country.

10. Your host may not wish you to invite friends home with you, particularly when they
are not at home. They may feel especially reluctant for you to entertain members of the
opposite sex in their home. Please find out how they feel about additional guests.

11. We have done our best to place you in a home where you may converse in English
and/or French (dependent on your level of French). However, regardless of the efforts
that are made to place you properly, problems may arise or there may be challenges in
communicating with your host. If this is the case, or if there are other problems
associated with your homestay, we encourage you to speak with the Housing
Coordinator. All of our staff speaks English and French and can be of immediate
assistance.

12. A few suggestions for your departure preparations: since your host will be curious
about your life back home, it might be nice if you have photographs of your family and
home on hand to share with them. And, if your home city or state is famous for a
certain product or craft, it would be nice for you to bring a sample for your host. They
do not expect any gifts from you but would certainly enjoy a small souvenir with which
to remember you by.

13. Once you return home at the completion of your program at IAU, we recommend
writing a nice letter of appreciation to your host. After all, they were kind enough to
open their home to you and you were kind enough to share many things with them
during the term. So why not let them know of your appreciation and the fact that you
returned home safely?



